[Caries decline in Germany--causes and consequences].
The reunification of the two German states has resulted in social transformations in Eastern Germany after 1990, in the wake of which disadvantageous effects on oral health were to be expected. Contrary to the predicted caries increase, a caries decline in the juvenile population could be proven by epidemiological comparative studies (n = 50612) (decrease between 1983-1989 and 1993-1995 by 34.2%). The caries decline is probably caused by a broader availability of fluorides, a high level of individual dental curative and preventive care (fissure sealings) and by changed oral health behaviour and nutritional habits. Reference is made to a possible tangent between a high level of antibiotics consumption and the virulence of oral pathogenic streptococci.